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 N° 134309-LLP-1-20071-IT-Comenius -CMP

WORKSHOP REPORT

April 21th, 2009 in Florence, 3.00 pm

1. Agenda

1. Evaluation of Module 3 (Teaching Methods) 

2. Proposals to improve Module 3

2. List  of participants

The teachers responsible for the five testing schools:

Carla Favilli (IP Einaudi, Grosseto) 

M. Assunta Campanile (ITI-IPSIA Da Vinci, Firenze)

Marco Manzuoli (IP Datini, Prato)

Barbara Degl’Innocenti (IP Enriques, Castelfiorentino)

Daniela Giovannini (ISI Da Vinci, Arcidosso)

The ten testing teachers:

Fiorella Querci  - Federica Corradi (IP Einaudi) 

Giuliano Fantechi - Monica Santucci (ITI-IPSIA Da Vinci) 

Paola Bertini - Paola Fiammelli (IP Datini)   

Elisa Chiti - Gabbriella Baragatti (IP Enriques) 

Erina De Angelis  - Maria Napoleone (ISI Da Vinci - Arcidosso)

Research Team:

Mauro Di Grazia (CIPAT)  

Giuseppe Italiano (CIPAT) 

Anna Maria Giagnoni 

Lucia Fiorentini 

3. Photo taken at CIPAT offices, Piazza S.Ambrogio, Florence
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4. Workshop minutes 

a) Meetings at the testing schools

In each testing school, meetings were held previously to allow an easier management of the workshop. The two testing teachers together with the member/s of the regional research group read the module, as well as the links,  on line. The minutes of these meetings are at CIPAT’s. 

b) The workshop started with the presentation by the teachers responsible for each school of the agreed comments and of any different opinion. 

The single points were discussed in detail following the SWOT method and a positive evaluation of the module was agreed. The comments on the teachers’ forum dealing with the difficult, academic language, the too few examples, etc. were read and largely discussed. All the teachers gave their opinions. At the end of the debate the following analysis was agreed:

STRENGTHS

· The modules offers a range of teaching methods which has proved successful in different schools. 

· The methods integrate and support each other as none of them is meant to exclude other solutions.

· It is most profitable for those school systems which have a long tradition of deductive, lecturing lessons. Experiences in active learning are increasing in number.

· It highlights the importance of social abilities and team work.

· It shows new paths for structured activities in the use of IT which need  specific training for teachers. 

WEAKNESSES

· The examples given are too few.

· There is the risk that cognitive aims might be overshadowed by the importance given to relational aspects.

· Repetitious in some paragraphs
· E-learning needs teachers who are interested in new paths and financial support from policy makers. Probably a new generation.

OPPORTUNITIES

The module stimulates reflection on deductive methods and encourages teachers to follow new learning paths.

THREATHS

Active learning needs a thorough, yet flexible organization which can cause feelings of anxiety, fear or a purely formal acceptance of the method. 

5. Possible improvements 

Following the teachers’ opinions on the forum and the comments of the Italian ones it has been decided to simplify the language of the most difficult points. The corrections will have to avoid making concepts appear banal. 

Examples will be given with references to the Case Studies (see National report) and to ten positive experiences from different schools, which are going to be added to the National Report, after the Case Study section. 

Then specific answers to particular points made on the forum were agreed:

Rosaleen Sullivan – yes, changes are difficult as they need resources, supports and most of all time, so we have to start immediately if we want to achieve  results at least in the long run. When the old routine is not satisfactory, why not a healthy, new path?

Daniel Forde – research on learning styles can be helpful, mainly if used by teachers as metacognitive tools.

In our experience students are generally familiar with computers, sometimes even with more modern equipment than what they find in our schools. Anyway students are much more motivated by computers rather than by board and chalk and they can also be encouraged to use Internet points which are largely available all around. 

Denis O Boyle we hope that the advantages and the problems connected with the different methods will be clear in the ten experiences we are going to add.

Phil Browne never get discouraged! We are the future…
Gabriele and her group the relation between teachers and students is surely a main aspect which needs specific times and places devoted to it. Yet, at the same time, the relation must find its way in the choice of teaching methods to achieve the planned cognitive targets. In our experience truants take advantage of group work as it allows them to achieve just those social abilities that they do not generally practice. As for virtual classes we think they should be used to achieve particular goals in a limited, well defined period of time. The European guidelines refer to Lisbon Conference 2000 e to the Recommendations of the European Council Dec. !8, 2006.  All the rest, we will keep in mind once writing the final version.

The workshop finished at 5.30.
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