Truants? Buddys needed! Hints for pupils

Information sheet ( Support for truants

A classmate who is from time to time absent from school normally has big problems. Who, if not you, could get close to him and prevent his gliding off?

Here you can find some hints how you can help in case of different problems. 
· He can´t keep up with subject matters.

Try to resolve the problems by learning together. Who is especially good in which subject? Try to arrange and carry out a plan for homework and learning with everybody who wants to take part.

· He´s often coming too late in the morning.

Arrange a wake-up service in the morning. The best way is to make an appointment with him to go to school together on a regular basis.

· He´s often alone.
Why don´t you share free time with each other? You could also arrange a “cafeteria for students” once a week, a meeting at the park, in a youth centre etc. where you hang out together and invite him to participate.
· He has continuous problems with one teacher.
Who among you has a good relation to this teacher? Have the heart to talk to him. In case of doubt or if you don´t get any further elsewise address yourself to the guidance teacher.
· He is being bullied by classmates.
Demonstrate as a group that you are not going to be intimidated by the bullying pupils. Address yourself to a teacher.
· He´s the outsider in class.
Bring your dislikes openly up in class. Tell one another what you don´t like. Insults are not allowed but honesty can often clarify fronts.

· He´s aggressive and violent.
Talk about the aggressive behavior frankly. Try to detect why he bears so much anger inside. Help him to find ways how he can get rid of his anger in creative ways, for example with painting, dancing, drumming, sports...

· The teacher doesn´t notice anything. 

Advise him of your classmate´s absenteeism. It has nothing to do with sneaking when you notice that he has a real problem.
· There are a lot of truants at your school.
Try to setup a meeting-point for pupils or a “student café” at school. It can serve for hanging out and gabbing.
· He entirely refuses school. 
Who knows him enough to ken where he´s hanging around? Try to contact him. Maybe you can arrange a meeting with him and the social school worker or school counsellor.

· You fail with your efforts.
The rules for buddys are: Don´t expect too much. Don´t ask too much of yourselves. Problems affecting the soul need time. If you don´t get any further elsewise find someone who can help you.
Don´t do anything you don´t want to.
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