Role play: Rehearsing the design and setting of the comeback situation
The day a pupil who has been absent for a longer period of time returns to school is crucial: It either is the beginning of a well-regulated work habit or such a disincentive occurrence that further attendance at school appears more and more unlikely. Below several behaviour patterns are proposed. One the one hand the listed behaviours are suggestions for a promising reintegration. On the other hand they can be used to systematically practice reintegration situations within role-plays among colleagues. Subsequently, the suggestions and their applicability can be discussed amongst the teaching staff. 

· Approach the pupil as soon as s/he is seen. S/he should be greeted personally!
· It is important to look at the pupil friendly and to keep eye contact.

· Ask where s/he has been recently. Avoid accusations.

· Listen actively.

· Praise his/her attendance.

· Discuss the reintegration into the class and agree upon a meeting later on the same day.

· Discuss how the pupil is supposed to catch up on the subject matter during that meeting.

· Make clear agreements for the first day: What exactly has to be done? Who’s doing what?
· Take care that the pupil´s reception by the classmates is as positive as possible.

· Keep track of all information that hint towards the pupil being absent due to not feeling comfortable in the class. 

· Praise the attendance consistently and support the pupil by helping him/her to adjust and catch up.
· Arrange appointments for realignment on a regular basis. Perhaps a change of school or the repetition of a class should be considered.

· Suggest the inclusion of the parents if there are problems at home. In a second step also non school related advice centres or psychotherapists can be of help.
The following questions can help when analysing the role play:

· How did I feel as pupil?

· How did I feel as confronting teacher?

· How did I feel as observer? Whom did I feel most related to?

· What did I feel?

· What attracted my attention as observer and what do I want to report back to the person acting as teacher?
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