The entirely ordinary madness

Interviews with truants

Worksheet ( Descends and Dropouts( An exercise for small-sized groups

There are many stations on the way to truancy. Stress with parents or teachers, bullying in class, cautious cries for help – these are some of the milestones on a way that once started is hard to reverse. The following reports describe how teenagers became truants.

...for example Judith, 19 (years)

When I was five years old, my parents got separated. I grew up under difficult circumstances with my strictly religious father who battered me all the time. I moved 12 times and up to year 8 changed classes 8 times. Most of the time I attended lessons passively and could hardly concentrate. As I got the feeling of beeing overlooked by teachers I became very rebellious and started to insult teachers. It was my way to let out the frustration from home, as my behaviour was forbidden in my father´s religion. My classmates thought it was cool that I dared to do so. Because I had many conflicts with teachers I started to play truant. My mother didn´t notice it at all
I got in touch with the punk scene on a party, spent a lot of time with punks and started to take drugs.

My mother and I were ordered to a conversation with ten teachers at the beginning of year 8.  We both didn´t dare to say anything. My mother didn´t accept my behaviour but stood by my side.

On a following day my classteacher said to me in front of the class: “You already seem to be part of the social misfits from the marketplace!” I ran out of class and never went back. I was 14 years old. I was afraid that my classmates didn´t think I was cool anymore. From now on I lived more or less with the punks on the street and got money from sponging. I heard about a possibility to graduate at “Flex-Fernschule” from a nice social worker in an institution for youth. After two years I reached the best school leaving certificate with an average of 1,8 and had found aims for my life.

Right now, I´m visiting a secondary school and I am preparing for becoming a draughtsman.

...for example Chris, 15 years

I was mostly absent from school since the beginning of year 6. I was harassed, hit and threatened by my classmates in lessons and at breaks. I was so fed up to live with that every day. The teachers were o.k., they had seen and noticed what was going on, but they did not interfere and said we should arrange it ourselves. I did not dare to ask the teacher for help either. I think he should have told my classmates to stop. But nothing happened. Some day I decided to stay away. Anyway, no subject could rise my interest, except for geography. Here in the “Rather Modell” I ´m interested in all subjects. Teachers impart knowlegde better and there is more time to repeat if there is something you didn’t understand. 

Try to think of what could have helped Judith and Chris already at school? What could you have done?
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