Ideas for the organisation of the daily school life
Schools can be more than learning ghettos for children and teenager. The structuring of everyday school life is a pivotal point for schools in motion. A fragmentary overview of the rituals at a “reform school” – implemented in educational expertise – might give an impression of ethics and culture of the work. It is important that rituals reflect existent meaning and content, they must not exist as mere substitute in empty ritualism.
· Rituals that structure lifetime:
· fun-olympics for new age-groups in secondary school,
· taking part of classes at markets and bazaars with self-made products (e.g. for Christmas),
· visits at country hostels, athletic competitions, student exchange programs,
· work placements,
· birthdays,
· farewell parties and reunions, school party with vast public participation.
· Rituals that structure work:
· weekly schedule, evaluation of weekly schedule,
· talents in our class,
· exhibition of works, production of a school newspaper,
· private self-made book,
· hand signal (e.g. the lifted hand requests everyone to be silent),
· visit of all parents’ houses and parents’ evening including preparation and attendance of the pupils.
· Rituals that shape the social life:
· classroom as school living room,
· alternation between open an closed doors at classrooms and staff room

· offices / functions for pupils, pupil representation under the pupils’ own administration, pupils’ council,
· meeting of age-group every six weeks (wishes, plans, excursions, projects, …).
· Rituals that strengthen cooperation among colleagues:
· festivities, excursions,
· annual planning,
· educational conclave, conference, team day (see further Lohmann et al. 1997, pp. 132 ff.).
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