Who is playing truant?   A survey

Worksheet ( A survey at your school

Almost everybody knows this:

· If you ran, you could probably catch the train barely – and get to school on time. But somehow your legs don´t want to move fast this morning. Oh well, it doesn´t matter. The first lesson is biology – it is boring anyway.
· Today a maths test will be written and you don´t have no idea about nothing. It´s going to be a deseaster. Don´t you feel a little pressure under your scullcap? Seconds later you toss and turn in bed – this headache! Hopefully you look pale enough ...

· You hate this teacher. You just hate her. You can bear her every two weeks at most. And you already had lesson with her last week. Let´s go to the “park café” and check what´s going on there. Sipping hot chocolate, getting out the blackbook and drawing new styles... life can be so wonderful!
There are many steps to school refusal, starting from skipping school once in a while up to totally refusing going to school . Of course it also depends on the school whether pupils become truants. What´s your school like? Is it like a “ you prefer not to go there school” or a “learning is making fun there school”?
A survey can help to make it clear. Maybe the outcomes can lead to some changes concerning the school atmosphere – of course the results should be made public at your school.
Let´s see, how teachers are reacting...

That´s how it works:

Preparation

· First of all, develop a frame for your questionnaire: Which questions do you want to ask? Are there questions you can sum up? In any case pose questions regarding the different types of truancy and being too late.
· Ask questions about the types of truancy as well as about the causes. Precisely asked questions make it easier to evaluate the outcomes later on. 
· Ask as many questions as possible with proposed answers. This makes it easier to evaluate them. Try to formulate as much of these questions as you can.
· The questionnaire should be anonymous, that means without names, so that you will get honest answers.

· Don´t ask too many questions – two sheets are enough.
Test run

· It´s time for the test now: Some volunteers from your class or the other classes of the same grade should fill in the questionnaire. Afterwards they should inform you if the questions are comprehensible, if the answers are clear and if no important viewpoint is missing.
· Revise the questionnaire according to the feedback. Afterwards start to copy and distribute them.
Survey
· Now you have to decide wether you want to take a sample, for example six pupils from each class (pay attention to a balanced quote concerning sex, age, social background, etc.) or to ask all pupils from school.   
Evaluation
· Now you have to do hard work: Counting answers. And of course publishing the results.
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